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necessity., and it lias not always and everywhere been
a straight upward movement: it has had its inevitable
periods of decline when the growth was effected
through the fulfilment of their downward inclinations
which fundamentally described a curve of descent in
a circle of progress. Neither is it that man has
always taken the right path. His deviations have
been largely responsible for his journey being un-
necessarily long and at times so very arduous and
complex.

Whatever that may be, the fact is there that each
phase of the symbolic stage and that of the later ones
used for its characteristic self-expression a special
faculty of the human consciousness developed during
the period of that stage. We may classify them by
saying that it was intuition that gave its stamp to the
Vedic age, the intuitive mind to the Upanishadic,
and the ratiocinative mind to the period of the Dharroa
Shastras when the social institutions were given their
-final forms and attempts were made to explain and
justify things in terms of reason.

The symbolic stage and the subsequent ones did
not, however, arrive at the same time everywhere;
neither was the Ideal seen by all the countries in the
same way. This stage in China was represented by
her greatest Classic, called the /-CfeV^ or the "Book
of Changes'% dated a little earlier than the first
millennium B.C0 which contains mystic trigrams
about the oneness of heaven and earth in a universal
rhythm, called Too., the heavenly Way. According